
       Navjyot / Vol. III / Issue – II & III                                                                         ISSN 2277-8063 

                                                                                                                                                                               www.navjyot.net 5 

Literature: A Powerful Tool for Developing Environmental Sense  
Satyendra B. Gadpayale 

Dept of English,Smt. Radhabai Sarda College,Anjangaon Surji,  Dist. Amravati  Mob. No. 9960884646                                                                                

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Literature has always played a vital role in developing environmental sense and creating awareness 

in society for Nature and environment. 

 From the very ancient Epics like Ramayana, Mahabharata, Shivapurana or Krishnaleela, we find rich 

descriptions related to Nature and natural beauty. The description of God Shankar sitting on Kailas mountain 

with Nandi (Calf) by his side; a large snake around his neck and river Ganga flowing out through his top of 

the head or God Krishna playing on his flute; a peacocks feather in his hair; grazing his cows in forest; all 

these put forth the great company and correlation of Nature and man. The great poet Kalidasa in ancient 

India had also brought vivid description of Nature in his famous poetic drama ‘Meghdoot’. 

 In other words, literature has always contributed greatly for inculcating Nature values and inter-

relationship of Nature with human beings. 

 The saints in Maharashtra have also advised to preserve and adore the precious Nature and 

environment. Saint Dnyaneshwar in middle-ages his love for environment in following couplet –  

Ukxjsafp jpkoh | tyk’k;s fuekZoh | 
egkousa ykokoh | ukukfo/ksa || 

 As the same, Saint Tukaram also finds Nature as his best companion when he says – 

Ok`{koYyh vkEgk lks;jh oupjs | 
i{khgh lqLojs vkGohrh | 

 The great Maratha King Chhatrapati Shivaji had issued on order to his subjects to preserve trees in 

his kingdom. That order (Aadnyapatra) is now become a popular historical document as well as a beautiful 

piece of writing. In the letter, Shivaji makes an             

appeal to people in his kingdom to preserve trees in following way – 
j;rsus gh >kMsa ykÅu ysdjk lkj[kh cgqrdky tru d#u ok<foyh vlrk] rh >kMs rks fMfy;kojh R;kaps nq%[kkl ikjkoj dk;s vkgsr\ ;sdkl nq%[k 

nsÅu ts dk;Z djhu Eg.ksy rs dke dj.kkjklfgr LoYidkysap cqMksu ukghalsp gksrs- fdacgquk /k.;kpsp injh izT;k ihM.kkpk nks"k iMrks- ;k ò{kkP;k vHkkos 
gkuhgh gksrs] ;kdjhrk gs xks"V loFkkZ gksÅ u n;koh- 
 A great Nature lover, a famous environmentalist and a prolific writer in Maharashtra Maruti 

Chitampalli has portrayed ecological correlation, utility, wonder and spirituality in Nature through his 

number of stories, articles and books. In one of his interview given to radio, he recalls – 
 oukrwu Hkzearh djrkauk ò{k&oukaps] R;krwu fnl.kkÚ;k vkdk’kkpa] rlp /kjrhojhy mndkpa lkSn;Z eyk ikgrk vkya- ik[kjkauh rj ek>a lkja Hkkofo’o 
O;kiwu Vkdya vkgs vkf.k R;krwup gGwgGw vuqHko lafpr gksr xsyk- 
 The great Indo-Anglian poet, A. K. Ramanujan has presented great Indian culture of Nature worship 

in his poems. In one of his poems ‘ecology’ the poet presents Indians feeling of gratitude towards Nature at 

its best. In this poem, the poet has described how his mother who has severe allergy of the flowers of 

Champak tree; and who in spite of suffering with severe migraine by it, doesn’t allow to cut the tree. She 

says that tree has given basketful of flowers to her daughters and daughters’ daughters to decorate hair and 

to worship gods. The mother says – 

  “but Mother, flashing her temper 

  would not let us cut down 

  a flowering tree 

  almost as old as her, seeded, 

  she said, by a passing bird’s 

  providential droppings  

  to give her gods and her daughters 

  and daughters’ daughters basketful 

  of annual flowers.” 

 

I, myself has also tried to portray picture of polluted rivers in present time in following way – 
dwMk&dpjk Qsadrs gS  
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eSyk&cyxe Fkwadrs gSa 
eq>is fdrus ckWa/k gS ckWa/ks 
ekuo us ;wa LokFkZ gS lk/ks 
QSDVjh;ksa dk tgj gWaw <ksrh 
eu gh eu eS fdruk jksrh 
euq"; vusd ioZ ij vkrs 
xanxh djds eks{k gS ikrsa 
?kkVksa is esjs eqaMu djrs 
Eky vkSj ew= foltZu djrs 
vkWalw fy;s ;waW cgrh gwW eSa 
fdruk dqN vc lgrh gWaw eSa 
eSyh&lq[kh unh gWaw eSa 
vc rks nq%[kh unh gWaw eSa----- 
vc rks nq%[kh unh gWaw eS----- 

 

Finally, I would like to quote the lines by great Nature poet William Wordsworth who finds 

everything in Nature. The ponders in following way – 

“Nature, the anchor of my purest thoughts 

The nurse, the guide, the guardian of my heart 

And soul of all my moral beings.” 

He also says to his sister Dorothy – 

  “O lady! We receive what we give 

  And in our whole life Nature alone live.” 

 In this way, literature plays a great role in developing environmental sense among people. It can be a 

great tool to bring awareness for environment. 
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