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Abstract:Child iiis iian iiimportant iinational iiasset iiof iia iination iiand iias iithe 

iifuture iiof iiany iination idepends iion iihow iiits iichildren iimature iiand iidevelop. iiIn 
iithe iipresent iitimes iiprotection iiof ichildren iifrom iiall iikinds iiof iiexploitation iiand 
iiabuses iihas iibecome iithe iimain iiobjective iiof iiour iisociety. iiThere iihave iibeen 
iimany iiinstances iiof iichild iiexploitation iiin iithe iiform iiof iiSexual iimolestation, 
iiChild iimarriage, iiUnderfeeding, iiVerbal iiabuse, iiChild iibattering, iiChild 
iiprostitution, iiChild iipornography iiand iiChild iilabour; iiwhich iiindirectly iihighlights 
iiour iisociety’s iiown iifailure iito iiprotect iiour iifuture iigenerations. iiChild 
iiprotection iiis iiregarded iias iione iiof iithe iimain iiresponsibilities iiof iithe 
iigovernment iias iiwell iias iithe iisociety iiand iiconsidering iithe iichallenges iiand 
iiproblems iifaced iiby iithe iichildren.Historically iiwe iihave iiwitnessed iia iisea 
iichange iiin iilaws, iipolicies iiand iithe iirecognition iiof iihuman iirights iiand iichild 
iirights. 
1. Introduction: ii 
  Children iiare iilike iibuds iiin iia iigarden iiand iishould iibe iicarefully 

iiand iilovingly iinurtured, iias iithey iiare iithe iifuture iiof iithe iination iiand 
iithe iicitizens iiof iitomorrow. iiI iimay iinot iihave iitime iifor iiadults, iibut iiI iihave 
iienough iitime iifor iichildren.1 
  Child iiis iian iiimportant iinational iiasset iiof iia iination iiand iias iithe iifuture 

iiof iiany iination idepends iion iihow iiits iichildren iimature iiand iidevelop. iiIn iithe 
iipresent iitimes iiprotection iiof ichildren iifrom iiall iikinds iiof iiexploitation iiand 
iiabuses iihas iibecome iithe iimain iiobjective iiof iiour iisociety. iiThere iihave iibeen 
iimany iiinstances iiof iichild iiexploitation iiin iithe iiform iiof iiSexual iimolestation, 
iiChild iimarriage, iiUnderfeeding, iiVerbal iiabuse, iiChild iibattering, iiChild 
iiprostitution, iiChild iipornography iiand iiChild iilabour; iiwhich iiindirectly iihighlights 
iiour iisociety’s iiown iifailure iito iiprotect iiour iifuture iigenerations. iiChild 
iiprotection iiis iiregarded iias iione iiof iithe iimain iiresponsibilities iiof iithe 
iigovernment iias iiwell iias iithe iisociety iiand iiconsidering iithe iichallenges iiand 
iiproblems iifaced iiby iithe iichildren. 
  The iichildren iiare iithe iigreatest iigift iiof iiGod iito iiman, iiour iimost 

iiprecious iiand iiimportant iiassets. iiThe iiwelfare iiand iidevelopment iiof iiany 
iicommunity iidepends iilargely iion iithe iihealth iiand iiwellbeing iiof iiits iichildren. iiIt 
iihas iibeen iisaidii‘who iihold iisouls iiof iithe iichildren iiholds iithe iination’. iiThe 
iiphysical iiand iimental iihealth iiof iia iination iiis iidetermined iilargely iiin iithe 
iimanner iiin iiwhich iiit iiis iishaped iiin iiearly iistages. ii 
  Justice iiV.R. iiKrishna iiIyer iisaid iithat,ii“it iiis iiour iiobligation iito iithe 

iigeneration iiby iiopening iiup iiall iiopportunities iifor iievery iichild iito iiunfold iiits 
iipersonality iiand iirise iito iiits iifull iistature iiphysical, iimoral, iimental iiand 
iispiritual iiand iiit iiis iithe iibirth iiright iiof iievery iichild iithat iicries iifor iijustice 
iifrom iithe iiworld iias iia iiwhole.” 
2.Who iiis iichild- ii 
  Different iiLegislations iiin iiIndia iiprovides iidifferent iidefinitions iiof iichild 

iifor iiprotection iiof iirights iiof iichild iiand iito iiavoid iiany iiinjustice iito iithe iichild. 
ii 

                                                
1
 iiBy iiJawaharlal iiNehru, iiFirst iiPrime iiMinister iiof iiIndia. 
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 The iiImmoral iiTrafficii(Prevention) iiAct ii1986 iidefines iia ii‘child’ iias iisomeone 
iiwho iiis iiunder iithe iiage iiof ii16 iiyears iiand iia ii‘minor’ iiwho iiis iibetween iiage 
iigroup iiof ii16-18 iiyears. 
 The iiChild iiLabourii(Prohibition iiand iiRegulation) iiAct ii1986, iidefines iia 

ii‘child’ iias iia iiperson iibelow ii14 iiyears iiof iiage. ii 
 The iiJuvenile iiJustice iiAct ii2000 iidefinesii‘child’ iias iia iiperson iiwho iiis iiunder 

ii18 iiyears iiof iiage. 
 The iiHindu iiMinority iiand iiGuardianship iiAct, ii1956 iidefinesii‘child’ iias iia 

iiperson iiwho iiis iiunder ii18 iiyears iiof iiage. 
 The iiProtection iiof iiWomen iifrom iiDomestic iiViolence iiAct ii2005 

iidefinesii‘child’ iias iia iiperson iiwho iiis iiunder ii18 iiyears iiof iiage. 
 According iito iiArticle ii1 iiof iithe iiUnited iiNations iiConvention iion iithe iiRights 

iiof iithe iiChild ii1989,ii‘a iichild iimeans iievery iihuman iibeing iibelow iithe iiage iiof 
iieighteen iiyears iiunless, iiunder iithe iilaw iiapplicable iito iithe iichild, iimajority iiis 
iiattained iiearlier’. 
 The iiIndian iiMajority iiAct,1875: iiThe iiage iiof iimajority iiis iieighteen iiyears ii& 

iiin iicase iiof iia iiminor iifor iiwhose iiperson ii& iiproperty iia iiguardian iiis 
iiappointed iior iiwhose iiproperty iiis iiunder iithe iisupervision iiof iithe iiCourt iiof 
iiWards iithe iiage iiof iimajority iitwenty-one iiyears. 
3.Child iiProblems iiin iiIndia 
  Every iiday ii67,385 iibabies iiare iiborn iiin iiIndia, iithat’s iione iisixth iiof iithe 

iiworld’s iichild iibirths. iiEvery iiminute iione iiof iithese iinew iiborn iidies. iiIndia iiis 
iithe iionly iilarge iicountry iiin iithe iiworld iiwhere iimore iigirl iibabies iidie iithan 
iiboy iibabies. iiThe iigender iidifferential iiin iichild iisurvival iiis iicurrently ii11 iiper 
iicent. iiOne iiin iievery iieight iichildren, iiaged ii5-14 iiyears, iiwork iifor iitheir iiown 
iihousehold iior iisomeone iielse. iiOut iiof ii100 iistudents, ii29 iiper iicent iiof iigirls 
iiand iiboys iidrop iiout iiof iischool iibefore iicompleting iithe iifull iicycle iiof 
iielementary iieducation, iiand iioften iithey iiare iithe iimost iimarginalized iichildren. 
iiChild iiprotectionii(0.04 iiper iicent) iiand iichild iihealth ii(0.58 iiper iicent) iireceived 
iithe iilowest iipriority iiin iithe ii2013-14 iiUnion iiBudget. iiNearly ii54 iiper iicent iiof 
iiadolescent iigirls iiand ii29 iiper iicent iiof iiboys iiaged ii15-19 iiyears iiare iianaemic.2 
Children iiwithin iiIndia iiare iifacing iifollowing iiproblems- 
a.Child iiLabour: 
  India iisadly iiis iihome iito iithe iilargest iinumber iiof iichild iilabourers iiin iithe 

iiworld. iiIn iiIndia, iiaii‘Child’ iias iidefined iiby iithe iiChild iiLabour ii(Prohibition 
iiand iiRegulation) iiAmendment iiAct iiof ii2016 iias iia iiperson iiwho iihas iinot 
iicompleted ii14 iiyears iiof iiage. iiChild iilabour iias iiany iiwork iithat iideprives 
iichildren iiof iitheir iichildhood, iitheir iipotential, iitheir iidignity iiand iione iithat iiis 
iiharmful iito iithe iiphysical iiand iimental iidevelopment iiof iithe iichild.3 iiIt iiincludes 
iiwork iithat iiis iimentally, iiphysically, iisocially iior iimorally iidangerous iito 
iichildren ii 
b. Child iiabuse iiand iiViolence: 
  Physical iiabuse iimeans iiviolence iiagainst iichildren. iiIt iiis iiany iiway iiof 

iiintentionally iicausing iiphysical iiharm iito iia iichild iisuch iias iislapping, iihitting 
iiwith iian iiobject, iipunching, iikicking, iishaking, iithrowing, iibiting iiand iiburning 
iior iiscalding. iiPhysical iiabuse iiis iialso iiwhen iia iichild iiis iineglected, iimeaning 

                                                
2
 iiData iifrom iiUNICEF iiIndia. ii 

3
 iiAs iidefined iiby ii- iiThe iiInternational iiLabour iiOrganisation 
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iithe iicaregivers iidon’t iiprovide iifor iibasic iineeds iiof iithe iichild, iilike iifood iior 
iisafety. ii 
c. Child iiSexual iiAbuse: 

  Child iisexual iiabuse iias iithe iiinvolvement iiof iia iichild iiin iisexual 
iiactivity iias iihe iior iishe iidoes iinot iifully iiunderstand, iiis iiunable iito iigive 
iiinformed iiconsent iito, iior iifor iiwhich iithe iichild iiis iinot iidevelopmentally 
iiprepared iiand iicannot iigive iiconsent, iior iithat iiviolates iithe iilaws iior iisocial 
iitaboos iiof iisociety.4 iiIt iiincludes iidifferent iisexual iiactivities iilike iifondling, 
iiinviting iia iichild iito iitouch iior iibe iitouched iisexually, iiintercourse, 
iiexhibitionism, iiinvolving iia iichild iiin iiprostitution iior iipornography, iior iionline 
iichild iiluring iiby iicyber-predators. 
d. Child iiTrafficking iiin iiIndia: 
  Child iivictim iiof iitrafficking iiis iiany iiperson iiunder ii18 iiwho iiis iirecruited, 

iitransported, iitransferred, iiharboured iior iireceived iifor iithe iipurpose iiof 
iiexploitation, iieither iiwithin iior iioutside iia iicountry.5 iiFemale iichildren iiare 
iitrafficked iifor iimarriage, iisex-work, iicriminal iiactivity, iiadoption iiand iiorgan 
iitrade iiwhereas iimale iichildren iiare iitrafficked iimainly iiforiilabour iiand iiexploited 
iias iibeggars. iiSometimes, iitrafficked iichildren iiare iialso iirecruited iiinto iiarmed 
iigroups iior iifor iicriminal iiactivity. 
e. Missing iiChildren iiin iiIndia: 
  Countless iinumber iiof iichildren iigo iimissing iievery iiyear. iiThe iicategory 

iiof iimissing iichildren iiincludes iia iinumber iiof iipossible iireasons iisuch iias 
iiabduction iior iikidnapping iiof iichildren iiby iifamily iimembers iiand iiby iinon-
family iimembers, iirun-away iichildren iior iithose iiforced iito iirun iiaway iiby iifamily 
iiand iisurrounding iicircumstances, iichildren iiwho iiare iiin iia iidifficult iior 
iiaggressive iienvironment, iitrafficked iichildren iior iilost iichildren. iiMissing iichildren 
iioften iiend iiup iion iithe iistreets iiin iipoverty. 
f. Physical iiHealth iiand iiNutrition: 
  India iihas iione iiof iithe iipoorest iihealth iirecords iiin iithe iiworld. iiEvery 

iithird iichild iiin iiIndia iiis iimalnourished iiand iithe iiinfant iiand iichild iimortality 
iirate iiof iithe iicountry iiis iistill iivery iihigh. iiIndia iiwas iiamong iitop ii10 iicountries 
iiwith iithe iihighest iinumberii(522) iiof iinew iiborn iideaths iiin iithe iiyear ii2019.6 
iiWhen iiit iicomes iito iifood-based iischemes, iirampant iidiscrimination iiin iithese 
iischemes iiand iithe iisociety iiin iigeneral, iileads iito iistarvation iideaths iiamong 
iiwomen iiand iichildren iiof iithe iiScheduled iiCastes iiand iiScheduled iiTribes. ii 
g.Emotional iiand iiMental iiabuse: 
  Emotional iiabuse iiis iicontinuous iiemotional iimistreatment iiof iichildren iithat 

iiarise iifrom iia iinon-supportive iienvironment. iiThis iiincludes iirestricting 
iimovement, iidiscriminations, iimockery, iithreats, iicriticism, iiconstant iiblaming, 
iimaking iia iichild iiperform iidegrading iiacts iiand iimanipulating iia iichild. 
iiEmotional iiabuse iiis iialso iithe iipersistent iineglect iior iiignoring iiof iia iichild iiand 
iifailing iito iiencourage iia iichild's iisocial iidevelopment. iiAll iithese iiactions iihave 
iia iidamaging iieffect iion iia iichild’s iimental iihealth. 
h. Child iiDrug iiAddiction: 
  The iiincidence iiof iidrug iiabuse iiamong iichildren iiand iiadolescents iiis 

iihigher iithan iithe iigeneral iipopulation. iiThis iiis iinotably iibecause iiyouth iiis iia 
iitime iifor iiexperimentation iiand iiidentity iiforming. iiMany iistreet iichildren iiuse 

                                                
4
 iiThe iiWorld iiHealth iiOrganisation 

5
 iiAccording iito- iiUNICEF 

6
 iiAs iiper iireport- iiWorld iiHealth iiorganization ii 
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iicheap iidrugs iito iimanage iiwith iithe iidaily iicycles iiof iisexual, iiphysical iiand 
iimental iiabuse iior iias iirecreation iito iiescape iia iilife iiof iipoverty. iiHeroin, 
iiOpium, iiAlcohol, iiCannabis iiand iiPropoxyphene iiare iithe iifive iimostiicommon 
iidrugs iibeing iiabused iiby iichildren iiin iiIndia. iiChildren iiaffected iiby iisubstance 
iiabuse iiare iiconsidered iias iichildren iiin iineed iiof iicare iiand iiprotection iiunder 
iithe iiJuvenile iiJustice iiAct, ii2015. 
i. Child iiMarriage: 
  In iiIndia, iichild iimarriage iihas iibeen iipracticed iisince iiancient iitimes 

iiwhere iiyoung iichildren iiand iiteenagers iiare iimarried iioff iimuch iibefore iitheir 
iiphysical iiand iimental iimaturity. iiThere iiare iimany iireasons iiwhy iisome iiparents’ 
iiconsent iito iichild iimarriage iiand iisome iiof iithe iireasons iicould iibe iieconomic 
iinecessity, iimale iiprotection iifor iitheir iidaughters, iichild iibearing, iior iioppressive 
iitraditional iivalues iiand iinorms. iiChild iimarriage iiis iidefined iias iia iimarriage iiof 
iia iigirl iior iiboy iibefore iithe iiage iiof ii18 iiand iirefers iito iiboth iiformal iimarriages 
iiand iiinformal iiunions iiin iiwhich iichildren iiunder iithe iiage iiof ii18 iilive iiwith iia 
iipartner iias iiif iimarried.7 
j. Children iiin iiConflict iiwith iiLaw: 
  In iiIndia, iichildren iiin iiconflict iiwith iilaw iiare iigoverned iiby iithe iiJuvenile 

iiJusticeii(Care iiand iiProtection iiof iiChildren) iiAct, ii2015 iiwhich iireplaced iithe 
iiearlier iiJuvenile iiJustice iiAct, ii2000. iiThe iilaw iirelates iito iichildren iialleged iior 
iifound iito iibe iiin iiconflict iiwith iithe iilaw iiand iiseeks iito iiprotect iichildren iiin 
iineed iiof iicare iiby iicatering iito iitheir iibasic iineeds, iiadopting iia iichild-friendly 
iiapproach iito iiadjudicate iimatters iiand iito iirehabilitate iithem. iiChildren iiin 
iiconflict iiwith iithe iilaw iior iijuvenile iioffenders iihave iito iibe iipresented iibefore 
iithe iiJuvenile iiJustice iiBoard iiin iirespected iiarea.8 
k. Child iiBegging: 
  Kidnapping iior iimaiming iia iiminor iifor iibegging iiis iipunishable iiunder 

iiSection ii363-A iiof iiIPC.ii“Begging” iimeans-9 iiSoliciting iior iireceiving iiofferings, 
iiin iia iipublic iiplace iiwhether iior iinot iiunder iiany iipretence iisuch iias iisinging, 
iidancing, iifortune iitelling, iiperforming iior iioffering iiany iiarticle iifor iisale. 
iiPresently, iithere iiis iino iiScheme iiof iithe iiCentral iiGovernment iion iiBeggary iinor 
iithere iiis iia iicentral iilaw iion iithe iimatter. iiThe iiStates iiare iiresponsible iifor 
iitaking iinecessary iipreventive iiand iirehabilitative iisteps. iiAround ii22 iiStatesiiand 
iiUnion iiTerritories iihave iienacted iitheir iiown iianti-beggary iilegislation iior 
iiadopted iilegislation iienacted iiby iiother iiStates iior iiUTs. 
4.United iiNations iiConvention iion iithe iiRights iiof iithe iiChild, ii1989 
Children iirights iias iidescribed iiin iithe iiConvention iihave iibeen iisummarised iias 

iifollows 
a.The iiRight iito iiName iiand iiIdentityii(Article ii7 ii& ii8) 
  Children iiare iientitled iito iia iiname, iilegally iiregistered iiwith iithe 

iigovernment, iiand iia iinationalityii(to iibelong iito iia iicountry). iiFurther, iithey iimust 
iihave iithe iiright iito iian iiidentity, iiin iithe iiform iiof iia iipublic iirecord. iiThis 
iiensures iinational iisupport, iias iiwell iias iiaccess iito iisocial iiservices. 
b. The iiRight iito iiHealthii(Article ii23 ii& ii24) 
  Medical iicare, iinutrition, iiprotection iifrom iiharmful iihabitsii(including 

iidrugs) iiand iisafe iiworking iienvironments iiare iicovered iiunder iithe iiright iito 
iihealth, iiand iiarticles ii23 iiand ii24 iienumerate iiaccess iito iispecial iicare iiand 

                                                
7
 iiAs iidefined iiby iiUNICEF. 

8
 iiThe iiJuvenile iiJusticeii(Care iiand iiProtection iiof iiChildren) iiAct, ii2015. 

9
 iiAs iiper iiSection ii2(1) iiof iithe iiBombay iiPrevention iiof iiBegging iiAct, ii1959. 
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iisupport iifor iichildren iiwith iispecial iineeds, iias iiwell iias iiquality iihealth iicare 
ii(including iidrinking iiwater, iinutrition, iiand iia iisafe iienvironment) iirespectively. 
c. The iiRight iito iiEducationii(Article ii28) 
  Right iito iifree iiprimary iieducation iiis iicritical iifor iihelping iichildren 

iidevelop iidiscipline, iilife iiskills iiwhile iifinding iia iisafe iiand iihealthy iienvironment 
iito iinurture iia iichild’s iiphysiological iidevelopment. iiThis iiincludes iifreedom iifrom 
iiviolence, iiabuse iior iineglect. 
d. The iiRight iito iia iiFamily iiLifeii(Articles ii8, ii9, ii10, ii16, ii20, ii22 iiand 

ii40) 
  Children iimust iilive iiwith iitheir iiparents iiuntil iiit iiis iiharmful iito iithem. 

iiChildren iiwho iido iinot iihave iiaccess iito iia iifamily iilife, iihave iia iiright iito 
iispecial iicare iiand iimust iibe iilooked iiafter iiproperly, iiby iipeople iiwho iirespect 
iitheir iiethnic iigroup, iireligion, iiculture iiand iilanguage. ii 
e. The iiRight iito iibe iiprotected iifrom iiviolenceii(Article ii19 iiand ii34) 
  Protection iifrom iiviolence iiextends iieven iito iifamily iimembers, iiand 

iichildren iimust iinot iisuffer iiill-treatment iior iisexual iior iiphysical iiviolence. ii 
f. The iiRight iito iian iiopinionii(Article ii12 iiand ii13) 
  All iichildren iideserve iithe iiright iito iivoice iitheir iiopinions, iifree iiof 

iicriticism iior iicontempt. iiIn iisituations iiwhere iiadults iiare iiactively iideciding 
iiupon iichoices iion iibehalf iiof iichildren, iithe iilatter iiare iientitled iito iihave iitheir 
iiopinions iitaken iiinto iiconsideration. ii 
g.The iiRight iito iibe iiprotected iifrom iiarmed iiconflictii(Articles ii38 iiand ii39) 
  Armed iiconflict iiconverts iiinnocent iichildren iiinto iirefugees, iiprisoner, iior 

iiparticipants iiin iiarmed iiconflicts, iiand iithese iiare iiall iicircumstances iiwhich 
iicontravene iiwith iithe iispirit iiof iiWar iior iiany iiarmed iistruggle iican iiseverely 
iidamage iia iichild’s iimorale iias iiwell iias iiperceptions iiof iiethics, iiand iithis iimust 
iibe iicorrected iiin iia iinurturing iisafe iienvironment. ii 
h. The iiRight iito iibe iiprotected iifrom iiexploitationii(Articles ii19, ii32, ii34, 

ii36 iiand ii39) 
  As iiexploitation iiis iiusually iiachieved iithrough iiviolent iimeans, iiprotection 

iifrom iiviolence iiis iicritical iifor iifreeing iichildren iifrom iiexploitation. iiThis 
iiextends iito iiabuse, iinegligence iiand iiviolence iiby iiparents, iieven iiif iiit iiis 
iijustified iias iian iiinstrument iiof iiachieving iidiscipline iiat iihome. ii 
5.Child iiand iiConstitution iiof iiIndia 
  Children’s iirights iiare iihuman iirights iithat iiare iiaccustomed iiexplicitly iito 

iithe iichildren iineeds, iiwants iiand iioverall iiwell-being. iiChildren’s iirights iiaim iito 
iiconsider iithe iinecessity iiof iithe iidevelopment iiof iia iichild. iiConstitution iiprovides 
iifollowing iirights iito iiChildren- 
 Article ii15ii(3) iiprovides iistate iican iimake iiany iispecial iiprovision iifor 

iiempowerment iiof iiwomen iiand iiRight iito iifree iiand iicompulsory iielementary 
iieducation iifor iiall iichildren iiin iithe ii6-14-year iiage iigroup.10 ii 
 Right iito iibe iiprotected iifrom iiany iihazardous iiemployment iitill iithe iiage iiof 

ii14 iiyears.11 ii 
 Right iito iibe iiprotected iifrom iibeing iiabused iiand iiforced iiby iieconomic 

iinecessity iito iienter iioccupations iiunsuited iito iitheir iiage iior iistrength.12 ii 
 Right iito iiequal iiopportunities iiand iifacilities iito iidevelop iiin iia iihealthy 

iimanner iiand iiin iiconditions iiof iifreedom iiand iidignity iiand iiguaranteed 

                                                
10

 iiArticle ii21-A iiof iithe iiConstitution iiof iiIndia, ii1950 ii 
11

 iiArticle ii24 iiof iithe iiConstitution iiof iiIndia, ii1950 
12

 iiArticle ii39(e) iiof iithe iiConstitution iiof iiIndia, ii1950 
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iiprotection iiof iichildhood iiand iiyouth iiagainst iiexploitation iiand iiagainst iimoral 
iiand iimaterial iiabandonment.13 
 Right iito iiearly iichildhood iicare iiand iieducation iito iiall iichildren iiuntil iithey 

iicomplete iithe iiage iiof iisix iiyears.14 
 Right iito iiequalityii(Article ii14) iiand iiRight iiagainst iidiscrimination ii(Article 

ii15) 
 Right iito iibeing iiprotected iifrom iibeing iitrafficked iiand iiforced iiinto iibonded 

iilabourii(Article ii23) 
 Right iiof iiweaker iisections iiof iithe iipeople iito iibe iiprotected iifrom iisocial 

iiinjustice iiand iiall iiforms iiof iiexploitationii(Article ii46) 
 Right iito iinutrition iiand iistandard iiof iiliving iiand iiimproved iipublic 

iihealthii(Article ii47) 
6.Child iiand iiDifferent iiLegislations ii 
a.The iiJuvenile iiJusticeii(Care iiand iiProtection iiof iiChildren) iiAct, ii2015: iiis 

iiIndia’s iifundamental iilaw iiin iidealing iiwith iichildren iiin iineed iiof iicare iiand 
iiprotection. iiIt iicaters iito iitheir iineeds iithrough iicare, iiprotection, iidevelopment, 
iitreatment, iisocial iireintegration, iithrough iiits iichild-friendly iiapproach iiby 
iiaddressing iimatters iiin iithe iibest iiinterest iiof iichildren. 
b. The iiProtection iiof iiChildren iifrom iiSexual iiOffences iiActii(POCSO), 

ii2012: iiis iione iiof iithe iiIndian iigovernment’s iimost iiprogressive iilaws, iito 
iicombat iisexual iiviolence iiagainst iichildren. iiPOCSO iiqualifies iipenetrative iisexual 
iiassault iion iia iichild iibelow iithe iiage iiof ii12 iias iiaggravated iipenetrative iisexual 
iiassault, iia iicrime iipunishable iiwith iia iifine iiand iia iiminimum iiterm iiof iirigorous 
iiimprisonment iifor ii10 iiyears, iiwhich iican iibe iiextended iito iilife iiimprisonment. 
c. The iiCriminal iiLawii(Amendment) iiAct, ii2013: iiis iiintroduction iiof iiseveral 

iinew iisexual iioffences iiunder iithe iiIndian iiPenal iiAct, iisuch iias iiSection 
ii376(2)(f), iiIPC, iiwhich iipunishes iirape iiof iia iifemale iiunder ii12 iiyears iiis 
iiconsidered iian iiaggravated iiform iiof iirape iipunishable iiwith iia iifine iiand iia 
iiminimum iiterm iiof iirigorous iiimprisonment iifor ii10 iiyears, iiwhich iican iibe 
iiextended iito iilife iiimprisonment. 
d. Right iiof iiChildren iito iiFree iiand iiCompulsory iiEducation iiAct, ii2009: 

iiRight iito iieducation iiwas iionly iithe iiprovision iiin iithe iiDirective iiPrinciples iiof 
iiState iiPolicy iiwhich iihad iia iiperiod iiof iiten iiyears iiwithin iiwhich iithe iiState 
iihad iito iifulfil iithe iimandate iito iiprovide iifree iiand iicompulsory iieducation. ii 
e. Prohibition iiof iiChild iiMarriage iiAct, ii2006: iiThis iiAct iifollows iithe iibasic 

iipremise ii(a) iito iimake iia iichild iigo iithrough iimarriage iiis iian iioffence, iiand ii(b) 
iichild iior iiminor iiis iiaiiperson iiup iito ii18 iiyears iiof iiage iiin iithe iicase iiof iigirls 
iiand ii21 iiyears iiin iithe iicase iiof iiboys. 
f. Child iiLabourii(Prohibition iiand iiRegulation) iiAct ii1986 iiThis iiAct iiprohibits 

iichildren’s iiengagement iiin iicertain iikinds iiof iiemployment iiand iiregulates iithe 
iiconditions iiof iiwork iiof iichildren iiin iicertain iiother iiemployments. 
g.Children iiPledging iiof iiLabour iiAct, ii1933: iiThis iiAct iiprohibits iithe 

iipledging iiof iithe iilabour iiof iichildren. iiIt iiprovides iifor iiand iialso iiprevents- 
 Displacement iiof iia iiperson iifrom iione iicommunity iito iianother. ii 
 Exploitation iiof iithe iitrafficked iiperson. ii ii 
 Commercialization iiof iithe iiexploitation iiand iicommodification iiof iithe iivictim. 
 

                                                
13
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 iiArticle ii45 iiof iithe iiConstitution iiof iiIndia, ii1950 
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7.The iiNational iiCommission iifor iiProtection iiof iiChild iiRightsii(NCPCR) ii 
 It iiis iian iiIndian iistatutory iibody iiestablished iiby iian iiAct iiof iiParliament,15 

iithe iiCommission iiworks iiunder iithe iiaegis iiof iiMinistry iiof iiWomen iiand iiChild 
iiDevelopment, iiGovernment iiof iiIndia. iiThe iiCommission iibegan iioperational iion 
ii5 iiMarch ii2007. iiThe iiCommission iiis iimandated iiunder iisection ii13 iiof iiCPCR 
iiAct, ii2005 iito iiensure iithat iiall iiLaws, iiPolicies, iiProgrammes, iiand 
iiAdministrative iiMechanisms iiare iiin iiconsonance iiwith iithe iiChild iiRights 
iiperspective iias iienshrined iiin iithe iiConstitution iiof iiIndia iiand iithe iiUN 
iiConvention iion iithe iiRights iiof iithe iiChild. 
8.Child iiEducation iiin iiIndia 
“Our iiConstitution iifathers iidid iinot iiintend iithat iiwe iijust iiset iiup iihovels, iiput 

iistudents iithere, iigive iiuntrained iiteachers, iigive iithem iibad iitextbooks, iino 
iiplaygrounds, iiand iisay, iiwe iihave iicomplied iiwith iiArticle ii45 iiand iiprimary 
iieducation iiis iiexpanding... iiThey iimeant iithat iireal iieducation iishould iibe iigiven 
iito iiour iichildren iibetween iithe iiages iiof ii6 iiand ii14”16 iiThe iiRight iiof iiChildren 
iito iiFree iiand iiCompulsory iiEducation iiAct iior iiRight iito iiEducation iiAct ii(RTE), 
iiis iian iiAct iiof iithe iiParliament iiof iiIndia iienacted iion ii4 iiAugust ii2009, iiwhich 
iidescribes iithe iimodalities iiof iithe iiimportance iiof iifree iiand iicompulsory 
iieducation iifor iichildren iibetween ii6 iiand ii14 iiin iiIndia iiunder iiArticle ii21- iiA 
iiof iithe iiIndian iiConstitution.iiIndia iibecame iione iiof ii135 iicountries iito iimake 
iieducation iia iifundamental iiright iiof iievery iichild iiwhen iithe iiAct iicame iiinto 
iiforce iion ii1 iiApril ii2010.17 
The iiAct iimakes iieducation iia iifundamental iiright iiof iievery iichild iibetween iithe 

iiages iiof ii6 iiand ii14 iiand iispecifies iiminimum iinorms iiin iielementary iischools. 
iiIt iirequires iiall iiprivate iischools iito iireserve ii25% iiof iiseats iito iichildrenii(to iibe 
iireimbursed iiby iithe iistate iias iipart iiof iithe iipublic-private iipartnership iiplan). 
iiKids iiare iiadmitted iiin iito iiprivate iischools iibased iion iieconomic iistatus iior 
iicaste-based iireservations. iiIt iialso iiprohibits iiall iiunrecognised iischools iifrom 
iipractice, iiand iimakes iiprovisions iifor iino iidonation iior iicapitation iifees iiand iino 
iiinterview iiof iithe iichild iior iiparent iifor iiadmission. ii 
9.Conclusion ii 
  Historically iiwe iihave iiwitnessed iia iisea iichange iiin iilaws, iipolicies iiand 

iithe iirecognition iiof iihuman iirights iiand iichild iirights. iiWe iihave iimoved iifrom 
iicommon iilaw iidoctrines, iiwhich iiunfortunately iifavoured iithe iipowerful, iito iia 
iirights-based iiapproach. ii iiWhatever iiwelfare iihappened iito iivulnerable 
iicommunities, iiincluding iitheir iichildren, iidepending iion iithe iidominant iisections 
iiof iisociety’s iigenerosity iiand iimercy. ii iiChildren iiconstitute iithe iinationii‘s 
iivaluable iihuman iiresources. iiThe iifuture iiwellbeing iiof iithe iination iidepends iion 
iihow iiits iichildren iigrow iiand iidevelop. iiThe iigreat iipoet iiMilton iisaid iiChild 
iiShows iithe iiman iias iimorning iishows iithe iiday. iiSo, iiit iiis iithe iiduty iiof iithe 
iisociety iito iilook iiafter iievery iichild iiwith iia iiview iito iiassuring iifull 
iidevelopment iiof iiits iipersonality. i 
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