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INTRODUCTION 

In a democratic system, the opposition party plays a vital role in the functioning of 
the government. The opposition party also referred to as the minority party, is an essential 
component of any democratic society as it acts as a check and balance on the ruling party 
or government. The opposition party provides an alternate viewpoint, scrutinizes and 
challenges the ruling party’s policies, and holds them accountable for their actions. The 
role of the opposition party is crucial for maintaining a healthy and functioning 
democracy, as it ensures that the government is constantly being challenged and that 
alternative viewpoints and policies are being presented to the public.  

Opposition is the largest non-government party or coalition of parties who are 
elected representatives of peoples, who are not members of the treasury benches and play 
an important role of questioning government decisions and actions and also raised matter 
of public importance in functioning political democracy. 

In a democratic system, the opposition party plays a vital role in the functioning of 
the government. The opposition party also referred to as the minority party, is an essential 
component of any democratic society as it acts as a check and balance on the ruling party 
or government. The opposition party provides an alternate viewpoint, scrutinizes and 
challenges the ruling party’s policies, and holds them accountable for their actions.   
THE ROLE OF THE OPPOSITION PARTY IN DEMOCRACY CAN BE 
SUMMARIZED INTO SEVERAL IMPORTANT FUNCTIONS: 
 Acting as a check on the government’s power: The opposition party is responsible for 
scrutinizing and criticizing the government’s actions and policies and holding them 
accountable for any mistakes or failures. This helps to ensure that the government is 
always working in the best interests of the people and that any issues or problems are 
highlighted and addressed. 
 Presenting alternative policies and proposals: The opposition party presents 
alternative policies and proposals to those of the government, providing the public with a 
choice and a voice in the political process. This ensures that the government is responsive 
to the needs and concerns of the people. 
 Monitoring government’s actions: The opposition party act as a watchdog, monitoring 
the government’s actions and highlighting any issues or problems that may arise. This 
helps to ensure that the government is always held accountable for its actions and that the 
public is informed about the issues that affect them. 
 Fostering a healthy political discourse: The opposition party provides an alternative 
perspective and challenges the ruling party’s policies and actions, leading to a more 
informed and engaged public. This is essential for the functioning of democracy as it 
allows for a free exchange of ideas, and helps to prevent the ruling party from becoming 
too entrenched and entrenched in power. 
 Safeguarding against abuses of power and authoritarian tendencies: They are the ones 
who will point out the wrongdoings of the government and will provide a barrier against 
the government becoming too powerful and oppressive. This is essential for maintaining 
democracy as it ensures that the government is always held accountable for its actions and 
policies. 
 Representing the voices of the minority groups or sections of society: The opposition 
party also represents the voices of the minority groups or sections of society that may not 
be represented by the ruling party. They bring forth the issues and concerns of these 
groups and ensure that their voices are heard and addressed by the government. 
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In summary, the opposition party plays a vital role in a democracy by challenging the 
government’s policies and actions, providing an alternative viewpoint, fostering a healthy 
political discourse, safeguarding against abuses of power, and representing the voices of 
minority groups or sections of society. 
 Constructive criticism of the Govt. policies, plans, bills, law and programs, and make 
the Govt. to work in accordance with social welfare and public good. Constructive 
opposition expose the weakness of the ruling Government Opposition is the guardian of 
the public interest and remind the ruling Government its duty towards the people who 
elected them to power 
 Opposition and the ruling party are the two faces of the same coin Members of the 
opposition who are members of parliamentary committees have a further opportunity to 
scrutinize new legislation as part of the committee process. Opposition may utilize the 
media to reach the electorates with its views. Malfunctioning of opposition in 
parliamentary proceedings Fragmented opposition: Degree of fragmented opposition has 
consequences for the electoral performance of the parliamentary proceedings. 
IMPORTANCE OF OPPOSITION PARTY IN DEMOCRACY 
 The importance of the opposition party in a democracy cannot be overstated. They play 
a crucial role in ensuring that the government is held accountable for its actions and 
policies. The opposition party acts as a counterbalance to the ruling party, providing an 
alternate viewpoint and challenging the government’s policies and actions. 
 One of the most important functions of the opposition party is to act as a watchdog, 
monitoring the government’s actions and highlighting any issues or problems that may 
arise. This helps to ensure that the government is always working in the best interests of 
the people and that any issues or problems are addressed. This is essential for maintaining 
the trust and confidence of the people in the government and democratic institutions. 
 Additionally, the opposition party plays an important role in fostering a healthy and 
robust political discourse. They provide an alternative perspective and challenge the 
ruling party’s policies and actions, leading to a more informed and engaged public. This 
is essential for the functioning of democracy as it allows for a free exchange of ideas, and 
helps to prevent the ruling party from becoming too entrenched and entrenched in power. 
 The opposition party also provides a vital role in the democratic process by presenting 
alternative policies and proposals to those of the government. This allows the public to 
have a choice and a voice in the political process and ensures that the government is 
responsive to the needs and concerns of the people. 
 Furthermore, opposition parties serve as a safeguard against abuses of power and 
authoritarian tendencies. They are the ones who will point out the wrongdoings of the 
government and will provide a barrier against the government becoming too powerful and 
oppressive. This is essential for maintaining democracy as it ensures that the government 
is always held accountable for its actions and policies. 
ROLE OF THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION PARTY 

The leader of the opposition party is a key figure in a democratic government, as 
they play a crucial role in holding the ruling party accountable and keeping them in 
check. The leader of the opposition is typically the head of the political party that has the 
second-largest number of seats in the legislature, and they are appointed by their party. 
One of the main responsibilities of the leader of the opposition is to scrutinize the actions 
and policies of the ruling party and to challenge them when necessary. This includes 
monitoring the government’s performance on issues such as the economy, national 
security, and social welfare, and highlighting any shortcomings or failures. The leader of 
the opposition may also propose alternative policies and legislation, and work to gather 
support for them among other opposition parties. 
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Another important role of the leader of the opposition is to act as a spokesperson 
for the opposition party, communicating its views and positions to the public and the 
media. They often represent the opposition in parliamentary debates and question periods, 
where they have the opportunity to question the government’s actions and policies. In 
addition, the leader of the opposition also serves as an alternative head of government, 
and is next in line for the position should the ruling party lose the confidence of the 
legislature or if the head of government is unable to serve. The leader of the opposition is 
an important figure in keeping the government in check, by representing the views and 
interests of the citizens who did not vote for the ruling party and by being a strong voice 
for alternative ideas and policies. They play an essential role in ensuring that the 
government remains responsive to the needs and concerns of all citizens and not just 
those who voted for them. 
CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the opposition party plays a crucial role in a democratic system by 
holding the government accountable for its actions and policies. The opposition party acts 
as a counterbalance to the government, providing alternative viewpoints and policies and 
ensuring that the government is working in the best interests of the people. The 
importance of the opposition party cannot be overstated as it plays a vital role in 
maintaining a healthy and functioning democracy. Overall, the presence of an opposition 
party is vital for the functioning of a healthy democracy as it ensures that the government 
is always held accountable for its actions and that the public is provided with alternative 
viewpoints and policies. A strong opposition is indispensable in a modern democracy. 
The successful working of democracy strong and stable opposition party is very much 
required. 
 
 

 
 
              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


