
(A High Impact Factor, Quarterly, Peer Reviewed, Referred & Indexed Journal) 

 NAVJYOT / Vol. XIV / Issue – I                                                ISSN 2277-8063 

IMPACT FACTOR – 8.679 by SJIF                                                            www.navjyot.net 416 

 Linguistic Stylistics and Women's Empowerment in Political Discourse 
Mr. Ranjeetkumar Bajirao Yadav Dept. of English, Shivaji University,Kolhapur ranjeetkumar11788@gmail.com 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Abstract: 

The relationship between linguistic stylistics and women’s empowerment in political discourse 
has evolved significantly, with women politicians increasingly asserting their presence and voice in 
spaces historically dominated by men. This paper explores the stylistic choices and linguistic strategies 
employed by female politicians to challenge traditional gender norms, assert authority, and navigate the 
male-dominated political landscape. By examining the political speeches, debates and public addresses 
proposed by eminent women leaders like Margaret Thatcher, Hillary Clinton, and Jacinda Ardern, this 
paper aims to examine how the use of language helps to construct their political identities, empowers 
them by subverting gendered expectations.  
Through the lens of linguistic stylistics, this research highlights the role of language in shaping 
political power and influencing public perception. The study integrates theories of feminist linguistics 
and discourse analysis to explore how women’s empowerment is both reflected in and facilitated by 
their use of language in political arenas. 
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Introduction: 
Male leaders over female leaders always managed to historically maintain an advantage in the political 
sphere, while on the other hand female leaders’ roles have never been found significant. But from the 
last couple of decades, women politicians have risen to the highest positions of authority, transforming 
the political landscape by challenging conventional gender norms. 
The changing vocabulary used in political discourse, particularly in speeches and public declarations 
by notable female leaders, is one of the key elements contributing to this change. The study of 
linguistic stylistics, which primarily focuses on linguistic choices and their stylistic implications, is a 
useful lens through which to examine how women in politics use language to establish their authority 
and promote empowerment. 
Women politicians as compare their male counterparts in politics face several challenges in a typical 
male-dominated system, while trying to balance the expectations of assertiveness by avoiding the 
typical remark of being perceived as “too aggressive” pr “unfeminine”. So, in this regard, whatever 
stylistic choices they make use of, including language structure, tone and rhetorical devices, play very 
crucial role in establishing their political identity by empowering them in a traditionally patriarchal 
domain. 
This paper explores the ways in which linguistic stylistics serves as both a tool and a reflection of 
women’s empowerment in political discourse, analyzing the linguistic strategies of political leaders 
such as Margaret Thatcher, Hillary Clinton, and Jacinda Ardern to demonstrate how their language 
choices challenge traditional gender norms and help shape their leadership styles. 
Literature Review: 
The relationship between language, gender, and power has been extensively studied in linguistics and 
feminist philosophy. The influence of gendered communication on power relations, especially in 
environments wherein men are predominant, has been thoroughly analyzed by academicians such as 
Deborah Tannen and Robin Lakoff. According to Tannen’s study of discourse style, usually women 
tend to communicate in rather indirect, submissive style which is considered as less authoritative as 
compared to men. In her renowned work, Language and Woman’s Place (1975), Lackoff stated the 
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idea of the “women’s language,” claiming that respectful forms of style and uncertainty were very 
often present in women’s speech, The cornerstone for subsequent research concerning how language 
influences gendered identities has been set by these studies. 
Feminists along with linguists have already studied the interconnection between language use along 
with the gender and power for quite some time. A few linguists who have focused on how 
communication across genders affects the hierarchy in a setting dominated by men are Deborah 
Tannen and Robin Lakoff. Tannen’s research on discourse styles highlights how men and women tend 
to have different styles of communication, with women opting for more submissive, conciliatory 
approaches that are often perceived as lacking authority. In Language and Woman's Place (1975), 
Lakoff introduced the concept of “women’s language,” which argued that women’s speech is 
characterized by hedging, politeness, and uncertainty. These studies and many others provided a 
foundation for examining the role language plays in the construction of gendered identities. 
More recent studies have turned their attention to how women politicians navigate these linguistic 
expectations in the public sphere. The concept of "gendered political language" is central to 
understanding how women use language to construct their authority while also navigating societal 
expectations about femininity. Scholars like Kira Hall and Susan Gal have examined the intersection of 
gender, power, and linguistic choices, highlighting how women in politics use language to challenge or 
conform to gendered stereotypes. Research by scholars like Judith Butler has also informed these 
studies, suggesting that language is not only a reflection of identity but also a constitutive force that 
shapes our perceptions of power and authority. 
This paper builds upon these foundational ideas by analyzing the stylistic choices of women political 
leaders, focusing on how their use of language helps construct an empowered political identity. 
Methodology: 
This study specifically makes use of qualitative discourse analysis to examine the linguistic stylistics of 
political speeches and public statements which were made by eminent women political leaders, 
especially Margaret Thatcher, Hillary Clinton and Jacinda Ardern. Those were chosen for their 
effective and prominent political leadership and their unique and diverse rhetorical strategies. 
The analysis of the same mainly focuses on the key stylistic elements such as: 

1. Tone: The degree of assertiveness, empathy, or aggression in the language. 
2. Structure: The organization of speeches, use of rhetorical devices (e.g., repetition, contrast, 

metaphor). 
3. Language Choices: The use of pronouns, directness, and inclusivity. 
4. Rhetorical Strategies: Appeals to emotion (pathos), logic (logos), and credibility (ethos). 

By taking into consideration these elements, the present study explores how women in political 
discourse effectively use language simply not to express power and authority to navigate gendered 
expectations also to create an image which is empowered for themselves and their constituencies. 
By examining these elements, the study explores how women in political discourse use language not 
only to express power and authority but also to navigate gendered expectations and create an 
empowered image for themselves and their constituencies. 
Analysis: 
1. Margaret Thatcher: The "Iron Lady": 
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The first prime minister of The United Kingdom, Margaret Thatcher, is very often seen as the eminent 
figure in women’s political emancipation. She is very well-known for extraordinary qualities like her 
strong-willed and assertive leadership. Her language use or linguistic style played a vital role in 
shaping her public image.  She made her political statements which were very well-known for its 
commanding tone, directness along with a lack of hedging which contradicted largely with typical 
stereotypical expectations of feminity.  
Thatcher used rhetorical strategies which very often employed repetition for emphasis and contrast to 
stress more to highlight her policies and keep those away from her political counterparts. For example, 
Thatcher actively made use of the repetition of “No, no, no” to strongly reject any idea or suggestions 
that she might back down on her policies. This type of assertive and declarative style immensely 
helped her in construction an image of unwavering determination and faith. 
Thatcher actively made use of a kind of pronouns which establish authority and foster unity. The use of 
“I”, the personal pronoun, conveyed self-reliance and decisiveness. On the other hand, the use of “We’, 
helped her to take the position as a leader who was working exclusively for the collective well-being of 
the nation, very often drawing on nationalistic rhetoric to unite her audience under her broader vision 
of Britain. 
2. Hillary Clinton: Navigating Gendered Expectations in Political Discourse 

 
Hillary Clinton’s political career has very often marked by her swift navigation of gender-based 
expectations in political discourse. She has faced an extreme scrutiny in terms of her personality traits 
and communication style as a woman aspiring for the U.S. Presidency in 2026. She has been accused 
of being too “cold” or “ambitious” by critics very often, whereas others feel that she was too 
“emotional” while expressing her passion for policy. 
Clinton’s linguistic style evolved over time to address these challenges. In her speeches, Clinton 
frequently used inclusive language to appeal to diverse audiences, emphasizing unity and collective 
progress. Her use of personal stories, especially in debates, allowed her to humanize her political 
platform and establish a rapport with voters. Very often, she actively made use of questions and direct 
address to engage the audience, to seem more conversational and less formal than her male 
counterparts in terms of speech.  
In her concession speech (2016), which was delivered after her defeat to Donald Trump, proved as an 
example about her use of language, which was empathetic, inclusive used to empower her staunch 
supporters and to encourage continued action irrespective of her loss. She actively made use of “we” 
and “our” to create a collective sense of purpose, while her tone which was calm yet resolute enabled 
her to maintain a sense of dignity and leadership. 
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3. Jacinda Ardern: Compassionate Leadership and Empathy in Political Discourse 

 
Jacinda Ardern, Prime Minister of New Zealand, has been widely praised for her empathetic and 
compassionate leadership style, especially in the wake of the Christchurch mosque shootings in 2019. 
Ardern’s linguistic style is characterized by a tone of empathy and reassurance, employing a 
conversational, accessible language that resonates with a broad audience. 
The speeches delivered by Arden, very often emphasize qualities like unity and compassion, as she 
prefers to use the pronoun “we” to create a sense of inclusiveness and collective responsibility. She can 
convey vulnerability and understanding through her language which proved helpful to her in 
establishing an emotional connection with her audience. Ardern's use of simple, direct language in 
times of national tragedy exemplifies how female political leaders can use empathy and vulnerability 
as tools for empowerment, particularly when dealing with issues of national importance. 
In her response to the Christchurch tragedy, Ardern’s statements were marked by a calm, measured 
tone that conveyed both compassion and strength. Her stylistic choices, including pauses for reflection 
and emotionally charged language, demonstrated how women politicians can use their voice not only 
to lead but to heal and unify a nation. 
Conclusion: 
Linguistic stylistics plays a critical role in shaping women’s political identities and empowering 
women in political discourse. Through an analysis of the speeches and public statements of Margaret 
Thatcher, Hillary Clinton, and Jacinda Ardern, this paper has demonstrated how women politicians 
navigate the complexities of gendered expectations in a male-dominated space. Their use of 
language—ranging from assertive and direct to empathetic and inclusive—helps them assert authority, 
challenge traditional gender roles, and connect with their audiences on a deeper level. In doing so, 
these women demonstrate how linguistic stylistics can be a powerful tool in the ongoing struggle for 
women’s empowerment in politics. 
This research paper has analyzed the linguistic stylistics employed by prominent female political 
leaders, demonstrating how their language not only reflects their personal empowerment but also 
contributes to their broader political success. Through strategic use of tone, language, and rhetorical 
devices, these women have reshaped the narrative surrounding female leadership in politics. 
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