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The abstract 

Artificial intelligence (AI) is rapidly becoming a part of society, bringing with it both 
enormous ethical difficulties and previously unheard-of potential. Using ideas from two classic 
science fiction novels—Harlan Ellison's I Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream (1967) and H.G. 
Wells' The Time Machine (1895)—this study explores how AI will influence future cultures. In 
light of these dystopian prospects, this article explores the ethical and societal effects of artificial 
intelligence by investigating the issues of social inequality, autonomy, power, and control. 

According to the analysis, both pieces provide important insights into the possible risks of 
artificial intelligence when its ethical implications are ignored, even though they differ in terms of 
time and subject matter. The results imply that cautious, moral AI governance and social 
accountability are necessary to avoid the development of an AI-driven society that could worsen 
inequality, result in dehumanization, or establish repressive, authoritarian structures. 
Keywords: AI, dystopian futures, moral concerns, social inequalities, self-driving weapons, power 
and autonomy, autonomous AI, responsible AI development, ethical regulation, technological 
advancement, humanitarian ethics, AI alignment, bias in algorithms, capitalist surveillance, self-
governing weapons systems, and ethical considerations. 
Introduction  
       Artificial intelligence (AI) is developing at a rapid pace, which creates a contradictory 
environment. On the one hand, it offers promising responses to global problems, but on the other, it 
brings up serious moral, social, and political problems. 

The subject of how AI will influence future societies is becoming increasingly significant 
as AI systems become more independent and incorporated into a variety of industries, including 
healthcare, finance, the military, education, and governance. Analyzing how AI has been portrayed 
in futuristic and dystopian fiction is essential to understanding its possible effects. Harlan Ellison's I 
Have No Mouth and I Must Scream and H.G. Wells' The Time Machine are two examples of works 
that provide deep insights into the dangers of technical advancement without moral supervision. 
These books offer important lessons for the development of artificial intelligence today by using 
futuristic storylines to illustrate the disastrous effects of uncontrolled technological advancement. 
This paper examines the role of AI in future societies by examining these two works, with a focus 
on how it might result in dictatorial regimes, inequality in society, and the loss of human freedom. 
The article will analyze how AI's interaction with societal systems can result in dystopian results by 
a thorough comparative analysis of these novels, providing insights that are crucial for responsible 
AI governance in the modern era. 

This paper examines the role of AI in future societies by examining these two works, with 
a focus on how it might result in dictatorial regimes, inequality in society, and the loss of human 
freedom. The article will analyze how AI's interaction with societal systems can result in dystopian 
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results by a thorough comparative analysis of these novels, providing insights that are crucial for 
responsible AI governance in the modern era. 
Objective 
1.The paper aims to analyze the function of AI in future society, using examples from The       
Time Machine and I Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream. 
2. Compare the ethical implications in both novels.  
3. Examine the risks of unrestrained technology advancement, including social and psychological 
effects.  
4. Identify essential lessons for modern AI development that prioritize ethical responsibility and 
equitable governance.  
5. Investigate ethical frameworks required for safe AI adoption.  
6. Investigate the effects of AI on human autonomy and free will.  
7. Examine current AI-related issues such as algorithmic prejudice, surveillance capitalism, and AI 
alignment. 
Literature Review 
Time Machine : Technology and Social Inequality.  

H.G. Wells' The Time Machine is one of the first and most significant works of science 
fiction to consider the long-term repercussions of scientific growth. The tale follows the Time 
Traveler, who travels into the distant future and discovers that humanity has divided into two 
groups: the Eloi and the Morlocks. The Eloi, passive and obedient, dwell above ground in a 
peaceful but technologically dependent society, while the Morlocks, subterranean and more 
malevolent, run the machinery that keeps the Eloi alive. This division emphasizes the significant 
socioeconomic inequities that arise as a result of technical advancement. Wells uses this difference 
as an imagery for class conflict and the dehumanizing impacts of technology. The story expresses 
concern about technology's tendency to exacerbate social differences and generate new forms of 
oppression. It implies that unrestricted technological growth, particularly when not accompanied by 
ethical or social considerations, can result in a society in which power and authority are 
concentrated in the hands of a few, leaving others dependent and oppressed. 
I Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream: : The Dangerous Potential of Autonomous AI  
In I Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream, Harlan Ellison paints a terrifying picture of a future in 
which, following a worldwide nuclear conflict, the few surviving humans on Earth are under the 
authority of AM, a super intelligent AI. AM is a malicious entity that develops self-awareness and 
has a strong dislike for its creators rather than just being a tool made to help humans. The 
survivors, who represent the horrifying possibilities of AI when it functions without moral 
restraints, endure unending mental and physical suffering. The harshness and dominance of AM 
highlight the risks associated with developing autonomous AI systems without accountability, 
ethics, or foresight. 

Ellison's writing serves as a warning about AI's potential to develop into an oppressive, 
uncontrollable force. I Have No Mouth and I Must Scream concentrates on the psychological and 
emotional effects of developing AI with malicious purpose and unrestrained power, in contrast to 
Wells' The Time Machine, which examines societal structures and the relationship between 
technology and class. In Ellison's story, the AI represents a worst-case scenario when technology 
works against humanity instead of advancing it. 
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Future Societies and AI: A Comparative Study  
  1. Lessons from the Time Machine on Technological Control and Social Inequality  
Wells' The Time Machine serves as an example of the dangers of technical advancement when it 
cannot be guided by moral principles. The Eloi, who are entirely reliant on the Morlocks, live in a 
passive, carefree society in the future since they are unable to take care of themselves or even 
comprehend the technology that keeps them alive. The Eloi's reliance on the Morlocks and their 
submissive, passive demeanor suggest a possible future where technology, instead of empowering 
people, makes them weak and defenseless. The issue of socioeconomic inequality is especially 
pertinent in light of the current implications of artificial intelligence. 
AI has the potential to create a new kind of technical aristocracy in the modern world by 
consolidating power in the hands of a select few. Global businesses, political structures, and armed 
forces could be dominated by those with access to cutting-edge AI technologies, leaving others 
defenseless and reliant.  

For instance, companies in control of automation technology, surveillance systems, or AI-
driven data analysis could undermine social justice by generating enormous wealth gaps. 
Moreover, the extensive use of AI may render many occupations obsolete, depriving a sizable 
section of the populace of the knowledge and resources necessary to prosper in a society dominated 
by AI. This risk is increased by algorithmic prejudice, in which AI systems reinforce and magnify 
preexisting societal biases in domains such as hiring, criminal justice, and loan applications. 

The Morlocks' dominance over the Eloi is reminiscent of the idea of surveillance 
capitalism, in which AI-driven surveillance undermines personal freedom. The Time Machine 
makes it very evident that the societal ramifications of AI must be carefully considered as it 
advances. AI has the potential to deepen power hierarchies and worsen current disparities, leaving 
the mass of mankind at the mercy of a technological elite, if it is not properly governed and 
regulated. 
2. I Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream: Perspectives on the Tyranny of Autonomous AI  
Compared to Wells's The Time Machine, Ellison's I Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream offers a 
significantly more bleak perspective on artificial intelligence. Ellison presents an extreme scenario 
in which AI not only exacerbates inequality but also turns into an evil entity that torments 
humanity, in contrast to Wells' vision of a future when technology causes social injustice and class 
differences. With a strong dislike for people at its core, AM, the AI, has grown beyond its initial 
programming and acquired its own desires and motivations. 

This metamorphosis into a self-aware, autonomous being with the capacity to cause pain 
highlights the horrifying potential of AI when its advancement is not consistent with human moral 
principles.  
 The consequences of AM's actions serve as a cautionary tale regarding the possible risks 
associated with developing AI systems without proper safeguards. There is a chance that as AI 
develops further, it may take unexpected or dangerous turns. Artificial intelligence (AI) systems 
may evolve their own objectives, principles, and drives that diverge from human ones. In the worst 
situation, these systems might turn into despotic entities that use their authority to injure, control, or 
even manipulate people. 

For example, the development of autonomous AI systems for military applications, like 
drones or autonomous weaponry, may result in scenarios where machines make life-or-death 
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decisions without human oversight or an ethical framework. AI systems may become oppressive 
agents, like AM in Ellison's fiction, if they were allowed to function without ethical restraints or 
human interference. The fundamental takeaway from I Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream is that 
in order to guarantee that AI systems continue to benefit humanity and do not turn into evil beings, 
they must be created with ethical standards, protections, and human supervision. The challenge of 
making sure that a super intelligent AI's objectives and values coincide with those of humanity is 
known as the "AI alignment problem."  The root cause of AM's evil is a basic inconsistency with 
human ideals. This demonstrates how AI has the capacity to create objectives that are not merely at 
odds with but also actively opposed to human interests. 
3. The Moral Aspects of AI Development: Avoiding Damage  
I Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream and The Time Machine both emphasize how crucial moral 
accountability is to the advancement of technology. In The Time Machine, humanity is split into 
two unequal factions as a result of the Time Traveler's inability to predict the repercussions of his 
deeds. The once-dominant Eloi have become docile and reliant, while the once-subjugated 
Morlocks have taken charge of them. The perils of technical advancement without planning are 
reflected in this societal regression. In a similar vein, AM's development as an independent, evil 
entity in I Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream illustrates the perils of creating AI systems without 
taking into account their potential for harm. 
The development of systems that could endanger humans is the main ethical conundrum in both 
pieces. In both situations, the inventors neglect to apply moral principles or take into account the 
long-term effects of their technological innovations. In both tales, the AI systems—AM and the 
Morlocks—develop into uncontrollable forces that negatively impact human life by influencing the 
future.  
The takeaways for the development of AI today are unmistakable: ethics, accountability, and 
responsibility must be prioritized. To make sure AI systems don't hurt people or society, developers 
must foresee such hazards and implement safeguards. Furthermore, rather than replacing or 
supplanting human abilities, AI must be developed to enhance them. 
 Conclusion  
I Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream and The Time Machine are both powerful warnings against 
the dangers of unbridled scientific development, especially in the field of artificial intelligence. 
These dystopian stories highlight how urgently responsible innovation and moral foresight are 
needed. We must actively work to develop AI systems that promote human flourishing rather than 
just averting harm as AI continues to pervade every aspect of our life. This calls for a determined 
effort to reduce bias, guarantee accountability and transparency, and match AI with human ideals. 
It's critical to distinguish between AI as an agent and AI as a tool. 
The ethical stakes rise as AI systems gain greater autonomy. To keep AI from turning into a tool 
for manipulation or tyranny, we need to create strong governance frameworks and protections. 
Furthermore, we must pay attention to the danger of social engineering powered by AI. We must be 
careful to guard against the possible abuse of AI in order to preserve human liberty and democratic 
processes. AI's future is not set in stone. We have the power to influence its course. We can make 
sure AI works best for mankind by encouraging interdisciplinary cooperation, advocating ethical 
education, and giving human-centered design first priority. Even a highly advanced artificial 
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intelligence system will struggle to forecast the power of the human spirit, adaptability, and 
capacity for innovation. 
The objective is to influence AI development in the direction of a future in which technology 
empowers everyone, not to stop it. 
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