(A High Impact Factor, Quarterly, Peer Reviewed, Referred & Indexed Journal)

NAVJYOT / Vol. XV / Issue —II ISSN 2277-8063

The Role of literature in Promoting Cultural Identity and Tourism
Miss. Manorama Mahadev Karve Asst. Prof. Department of English Arts, Commerce and
Science College, Gadhinglaj.

Abstract

This paper explores the significant role of literature in promoting cultural identity and tourism in a
globalized world. Literature serves as a repository of culture which preserves and protects customs,
traditions, language, myths, collective memory, and social values throughout generations. With the
help of epics such as the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, as well as modern works like Things Fall
Apart, literary texts preserve and denote the historical experiences and cultural frameworks of
communities, by reinforcing cultural consciousness and identity. By narrating indigenous or regional
practices, rituals, landscapes, and worldviews, literature enhances a sense of belonging among local
readers while simultaneously it introduces itself to global audiences.

The study further examines the concept of literary tourism, highlighting how narratives inspire
travel to places associated with authors and fictional settings. The crazy popularity of William
Shakespeare has transformed Stratford-upon-Avon into a major cultural destination, while the Harry
Potter series has significantly influenced tourism in the United Kingdom. Such examples demonstrate
how literature converts imaginative geographies into tangible tourist sites, contributing to local
economies and cultural branding. This ultimately helps in uplifting the local lifestyle by contributing
to their regional economy.

By analysing literature as both a cultural repository and an economic catalyst, this paper argues
that literary texts serve as bridges between identity formation and tourism development. Ultimately,
literature not only safeguards cultural heritage but also promotes intercultural dialogue and sustainable
tourism by transforming stories into lived cultural experiences.
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Introduction:

Literature plays a significant role in shaping, preserving, and promoting cultural identity while
simultaneously it encourages tourism. Through stories, poetry, drama, and travel writing, literature
reflects the traditions, beliefs, values, landscapes, and histories of a community. It becomes a cultural
archive that connects people to their roots and introduces global readers to new cultural worlds. In this
way, literature acts as both a guardian of cultural identity and a catalyst for tourism. It helps in
introducing local or regional identity to the whole world.

Literature works as a preserver of cultural identity. Literature safeguards language, customs,
folklore and collective memory. The collective memory and culture is preserved for the own
generations as well as for the new world open to embrace the uniqueness of the same. Works like
the Ramayana and the Mahabharata preserve Indian mythology, ethical values, and social structures.
Though it is debatable if these mythological epics are related to some real history or not but they are
linked to the actual geographical locations and which helps in the promotion of the regional economy
and uplifts the life of local families.

o Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

Things Fall Apart portray African traditions and the impact of colonialism on the local families,
reinforcing indigenous identity. Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe is one of the most influential
African novels in world literature. Though primarily studied for its themes of colonialism, cultural
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conflict, and identity, the novel also has important implications for cultural and literary tourism.
Through its vivid portrayal of Igbo society in pre-colonial Nigeria, the novel introduces global readers
to indigenous traditions, social systems, festivals, and belief structures and the elements that can
inspire cultural curiosity and tourism.

Through such texts, readers gain insight into rituals, festivals, dialects, and worldviews. It helps in
developing interest in readers about the local views. Literature strengthens pride in cultural heritage
and helps communities resist cultural homogenization in the age of globalization. It also helps in
promoting the cultural heritage globally.

Representation of Igbo Culture and Cultural Tourism

The novel offers detailed descriptions of:

e Traditional Igbo governance systems

e Religious beliefs and oracles

e  Festivals such as the Feast of the New Yam
e Marriage customs and kinship structures

e Agricultural life and village organization

These cultural elements create a rich cultural landscape that attracts scholars, students, and literary
enthusiasts to Nigeria, particularly regions associated with Igbo heritage. Cultural tourism centered on
indigenous festivals, traditional arts, and museums gains international visibility through Achebe’s
global readership. As we read and study these literature we are drawn towards the rich cultural
heritage which automatically helps in the worldwide promotion of the regional culture.

Literary Tourism and Author Legacy

Literary works often inspire readers to visit places associated with authors or fictional settings.
This phenomenon, known as literary tourism, transforms imaginative spaces into real-world
destinations. Those can be the sites of shooting of adapted films from the literature. Or the fictional
settings with the real names in the real world. It can also be the places of famously known authors For
example, the works of William Shakespeare attract visitors to Stratford-upon-Avon, his birthplace.

Achebe’s international reputation has positioned Nigeria, especially Igbo-speaking regions, as
important sites in African literary tourism. Universities, literary conferences, and cultural institutions
celebrate Achebe’s legacy, encouraging academic tourism.

Visitors interested in postcolonial literature often travel to Nigeria to:

e Explore Igbo cultural heritage

e Attend literary festivals

e  Visit cultural centres dedicated to African literature
e Study colonial and missionary history

Thus, the novel transforms a fictional village Umudofia into a symbolic cultural destination.

Postcolonial Identity and Ethical Tourism

Unlike romanticized travel narratives, Things Fall Apart presents a critical portrayal of colonial
intrusion. The harsh reality of the colonialism and the true scenario of that time is presented in such a
way that the readers are truly sensitised. This develops the emotional connectivity with the characters
in the fiction and ultimately the real people who experienced and lived the same life in reality. This
perspective encourages responsible and culturally sensitive tourism. Readers gain awareness of:

e The impact of colonialism

. Cultural resilience and resistance
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e  The importance of preserving indigenous traditions

Such awareness promotes sustainable tourism practices that respect local heritage rather than
commodify it. It also helps in promoting the regional cultural heritage globally even after being the
victims of colonisation.

Cultural Representation and Global Understanding

Literature introduces international audiences to unfamiliar cultures, encouraging cross-cultural
understanding. Travel literature and postcolonial narratives often depict landscapes, cuisine,
architecture, and social practices in vivid detail, stimulating curiosity among readers. This helps being
familiarised and promote regional heritage. For instance, novels set in Rajasthan, Kerala, or the
Himalayas inspire both domestic and international tourists to explore these regions.

Moreover, literary festivals such as the Jaipur Literature Festival attract global visitors, combining
intellectual engagement with cultural tourism. Such events highlight how literature becomes a living
cultural experience rather than merely a written text.

Harry Potter by J. K. Rowling

The Harry Potter series by J. K. Rowling has become one of the most powerful examples of
literary tourism in the modern world. What began as a fantasy book series evolved into a global
cultural phenomenon, significantly boosting tourism in the United Kingdom. Fans from across the
world travel to experience real-life locations connected to the books and films, turning fictional spaces
into tangible tourist attractions. These fictional literary works are fancied by most of the people in
adapted form that is films. Hence the locations and the actors of the film make the places of film
shooting a sites for tourism.

Film Locations as Tourist Destinations

Many UK sites used in the Harry Potter films have become major tourist attractions:

e Warner Bros. Studio Tour London — The Making of Harry Potter — Showcases original sets,
costumes, and props.

¢ King's Cross railway station — Home to the famous Platform 9%.

¢ Alnwick Castle — Used as Hogwarts in early films.

¢ Glenfinnan Viaduct — Featured in scenes with the Hogwarts Express.

These locations attract millions of visitors annually, generating revenue for local economies
through tickets, guided tours, merchandise, hotels, and restaurants.

Themed Attractions and Experience Tourism

Beyond filming sites, theme parks have expanded the tourism impact:

e  The Wizarding World of Harry Potter — Located in Universal Studios parks (Orlando,
Hollywood, Japan, Beijing).

These immersive attractions allow visitors to experience Diagon Alley, Hogwarts Castle, and
Hogsmeade Village, blending fiction with physical reality. This type of experience tourism increases
fan engagement and prolongs visitor stays.

Literature and Literary Tourism

The Harry Potter series has significantly boosted tourism in the UK, especially locations linked to
the films and author. These destinations gain economic benefits through museums, guided tours,
festivals, and souvenir industries. Literature thus contributes directly to local and national tourism

economies.

IMPACT FACTOR - 8.776 by SJIF 25 WWww.navjyot.net




(A High Impact Factor, Quarterly, Peer Reviewed, Referred & Indexed Journal)

NAVJYOT / Vol. XV / Issue —II ISSN 2277-8063

Literary Tourism and Fan Culture

The series has created a global fan community. Activities such as:

¢ Guided walking tours in London
¢ Harry Potter—themed festivals

¢ Fan conventions and exhibitions
¢ Studio behind-the-scenes tours

All of these encourage repeat travel. Fans often plan entire trips around visiting Potter-related sites,
demonstrating how literature can influence travel decisions.

Conclusion

Things Fall Apart demonstrates how literature can extend beyond artistic expression to
influence tourism and cultural representation. By vividly portraying Igbo life, Achebe’s novel fosters
global cultural curiosity and academic travel while strengthening indigenous identity. The novel thus
plays a vital role in linking literary heritage with cultural tourism, transforming narrative spaces into
meaningful cultural experiences.

Harry Potteris a prime example of how literature can significantly influence tourism.
Through film adaptations, themed attractions, and fan culture, the magical world imagined by J. K.
Rowling has reshaped real-world travel patterns. The series demonstrates that literature not only
entertains but also contributes economically and culturally by turning fictional narratives into global
tourism experiences.

In conclusion, literature plays a dual role in promoting cultural identity and tourism. It preserves
cultural memory, strengthens identity, and fosters pride in heritage. At the same time, it stimulates
tourism by transforming literary landscapes into travel destinations. Through stories and narratives,
literature bridges imagination and geography, culture and commerce, identity and exploration.
Therefore, literature remains a powerful medium that connects people to places and promotes cultural
continuity in an increasingly globalized world.
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